
Sequence of learning/Key information 

Who was Isambard Kingdom Brunel and why is he 

famous? 

 

What did Brunel achieve in his life, what structures 

did he design and build, why and how are these 

important at the time and why are they still talked 

about today? 

 

What aspects of Brunel’s character made him 

successful and a significant historical character for 

study? 

 

 

 
 

 

Title – Big Question 

Was Isambard Kingdom Brunel a significant person? 

YEAR 2  

 

Brunel  

 

 

Historical Skills  

Chronological: 

• Order key events of his life in chronological 

order 

• Identify key events in own life and place 

them in chronological order 

Knowledge:  

• Recognise why people did things, why events 

happened and what happened as a result 

(SS Great Britain, Railway Station, Bridges,  

• Identify differences between ways of lives 

at different times 

Interpretation: 

• Compare two versions of a past event 

(autobiography vs biography) 

• Compare pictures or photographs of people 

or events in the past (pictures of 

structures Brunel has built then vs now) 

• Discuss reliability of 

photos/accounts/stories (autobiography vs 

biography, photos) 

Enquiry: 

• Use a source/ observe or handle sources to 

answer questions about the past on the 

basis of simple observations (use simple 

examples of biographies, photos)  

 

Significant People  

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant dates 

1806- IBK is born 

1825- work begins on Thames Tunnel 

1831- Brunels wins competition to design bridge 

across the Avon River Gorge 

1833- Brunel appointed Chief Engineer to Great 

Western Railway and starts surveying route. Begins 

modernisation of Bristol Docks. 

1838- SS Great Western sails from Bristol to New 

York in 15 days. Work begins on Bristol Temple 

Meads station. 

1845 – Maiden voyage of SS Great Britain 

1852- construction of Paddington Station begins 

1859- Brunel dies 

1864- work on Clifton Suspension Bridge completed 

Key Vocabulary (Delete any irrelevant and add 

any others) 

 Past 

Present 

Future 

Important 

Event 

Before  

After 

Time Order  

Famous 

Outcome: 

Children will understand who Brunel was.  

Children will be able to identify some of the 

structures he built. 

Children will be able to explain why he was famous. 

http://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/index.php?n=Great-Western-Railway
http://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/index.php?n=Great-Western-Railway


 


